
 
 

 



 
At its core, placing God at the forefront of our lives involves acknowledging a presence beyond 
ourselves, recognizing a divine wisdom and guidance that surpasses human understanding. It's about 
aligning our thoughts, actions, and intentions with principles of love, compassion, and righteousness. 
While the benefits of this practice may vary from person to person, there are several overarching 
advantages that arise when we make this conscious choice. 
 

1. Clarity of Purpose: When we prioritize our relationship with God, we gain a clearer sense of purpose 
and direction in life. Rather than being swept along by the tide of societal expectations or personal 
ambitions, we anchor ourselves to timeless truths and values that provide a solid foundation for decision-
making and goal-setting. This clarity enables us to pursue endeavors that are in alignment with our 
deepest values and aspirations. 

 
2. Inner Peace and Contentment: In a world characterized by constant change and uncertainty, inner 

peace can feel elusive. However, by prioritizing God, we cultivate a sense of inner tranquility that isn't 
dependent on external circumstances. Trusting in a higher power and surrendering our worries and fears 
allows us to experience a profound sense of peace that surpasses understanding. This inner contentment 
enables us to navigate life's challenges with grace and resilience. 

 
3. Guidance and Wisdom: Putting God first opens the door to divine guidance and wisdom. By seeking 

spiritual insights through prayer, meditation, or sacred texts, we tap into a wellspring of knowledge that 
transcends human limitations. This guidance can illuminate our path, offering clarity in times of confusion 
and wisdom in moments of decision-making. When we align our will with God's, we invite blessings and 
opportunities into our lives that we may have never imagined. 

 
4. Strength in Adversity: Life is replete with trials and tribulations, but when God is our refuge and strength, 

we find the courage and resilience to face adversity head-on. Drawing upon a deep reservoir of faith, we 
discover an inner strength that enables us to persevere through life's storms with unwavering trust and 
hope. Rather than succumbing to despair or bitterness, we emerge from trials stronger and more resilient 
than before. 

 
5. Enhanced Relationships: Prioritizing God often leads to the cultivation of healthier and more meaningful 

relationships. By embodying principles of love, compassion, and forgiveness, we become better spouses, 
parents, friends, and citizens. Our interactions with others are infused with grace and kindness, fostering 
deeper connections and mutual respect. Moreover, placing God at the center of our relationships can 
help us navigate conflicts and challenges with humility and understanding. 

 
6. A Life of Service and Purpose: When we prioritize God, we recognize that life is not merely about 

personal gain or achievement but about serving others and making a positive impact in the world. By 
channeling our time, talents, and resources towards acts of kindness and generosity, we fulfill our highest 
calling as instruments of divine love and compassion. In serving others, we find fulfillment and purpose 
that transcends our individual desires and ambitions. 
 
In conclusion, putting God first in our lives is not just a religious doctrine but a principle that has the power 
to enrich every aspect of our existence. By aligning ourselves with divine wisdom and guidance, we 
unlock a myriad of benefits that elevate our spiritual, emotional, and relational well-being. As we embark 
on this journey of faith and surrender, may we experience the abundant blessings that flow from a life 
lived in alignment with divine purpose and putting God first. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



                  Introducing Hayden Walsh 
                      Director of Student Ministries 
 

 
 
 
Hayden Walsh is our new Director of Student Ministries here at First Christian Church of the Beaches! 
Hayden is married to his beautiful wife, Adrianna, who he met and began dating during his time in 
college. They married in November of 2017 and were blessed with a baby boy, Henry, in July of 2021!  
 
Being raised in a Christian home and church, the hope of the Gospel of Jesus Christ had been imparted 
to Hayden in both words and actions of his family and friends. At a young age, Hayden trusted Jesus 
as his Lord and Savior and was baptized at Paramount Baptist Church, where he was led in discipleship 
by many men and women, formed a solid foundation of belief and growth, and eventually served in 
many different capacities.  
 
Hayden began feeling called into pastoral ministry as a high school student and has been following that 
calling since then. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology from West Texas A&M University, 
and is currently working on his Master of Divinity in Great Commission Studies at The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Hayden has served in full-time vocational ministry since 2016 as a student 
pastor, a student ministry associate, and a technical director.  



 
FOR ALL OUR FCCB VOLUNTEERS 

 

 
 
 
We extend our heartfelt gratitude to the dedicated volunteers whose tireless efforts contribute to 
the flourishing of our ministries at First Christian Church of the Beaches. Your invaluable support 
encompasses a myriad of tasks - from serving and setting up, to ministering, greeting, teaching, 
patrolling, cooking, and fulfilling any other necessary roles to ensure the smooth operation of our 
wonderful church. Your unwavering commitment and willingness to step up whenever needed 
exemplify the true spirit of dedication, love, and service. We are immensely thankful for your 
continuous presence and help. Indeed, our church is blessed abundantly by each and every one 
of you. Thank you for all that you do. 
  



Elder’s Corner 
       by John Campbell 

 

 

 

 

We Are Not of This World 

There is a mysterious current that flows in the mighty Atlantic Ocean. 

Here in Northeast Florida it is 66 nautical miles east northeast of Saint Augustine Beach and 

68 nautical miles east of Jacksonville Beach. It ignores tides and flows steadily on its own 

course. It has a different color, being a deeper blue. It even has a different temperature being 

warmer. The direction is also different- it flows from south to north. It’s in the ocean, but yet 

it’s not a part of it. If you haven’t already guess, it is called the Atlantic Gulf Stream. 

That description is a lot like the people who are followers and believers of Jesus Christ. We 

are like the Gulf Stream. We are in the world, but we are not of the world. There’s a big 

difference. 

Jesus talked about the difference, as He prayed to His Father. A prayer for His disciples and 

for us, “I have given them Your word. And the world hates them because they do not belong 

to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. I’m not asking You to take them out of the 

world, but to keep them safe from the evil one. They do not belong to this world anymore than 

I do.” (John 17:14-15). 

The Bible says, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind, that by testing you may discern the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 

perfect.” (Romans 12:2). 

Even though we come in daily contact with the world, we are able to retain our Christlike 

character when our mind stays focused on Jesus through the help of the Holy Spirit. We must 

resist being pressed into the world’s mold. Our citizenship is in Heaven and we await a Savior 

from there. 

Remember, we’re not home yet-just headed there. Rest easy, and continue to let your daily 

thoughts, words and actions flow counter to this world. 

 



Prayer Ministry  

by Murray Trotta  

   

JOIN US FOR FIRST SUNDAY PRAYER AND PRAISE SERVICE 
 

 
 

 

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

Thursday, May 2, 2024 

7:30 am to 7:30 pm 

Meet at FCCB on the East Lawn 
 

“Lift up the Word – Light up the World” 

29 You, LORD, are my lamp; 

the LORD turns my darkness into light. 

30 With your help I can advance against a troop; 

with my God I can scale a wall. 

31 “As for God, his way is perfect: 

The LORD’s word is flawless; 

he shields all who take refuge in him. 

2 Samuel 22:29-31 NIV 

 

A heartfelt thanks to everyone who participated in the Easter Prayer Vigil. We appreciate you! Since 1952, every 

President has signed a National Day of Prayer Proclamation. Let's heed the call to 'Lift up the Word – Light up 

the World,' drawing strength from the verse in 2 Samuel 22:29-31. Join the church, our community, and 

organizations nationwide as we unite in prayer for America's healing, guidance, and strength. Together, we can 

make a difference. It's essential that we come together in prayer for our nation's well-being. 
 

 



Mission Moment 
by Barbara Lynn, Mission Team Leader 

 

“He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and increase your store of 
seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be made rich in every way so 
that you can be generous on every occasion, and your generosity will result in thanksgiving to 
God.” 2 Corinthians 9:10-11 

Paul appeals to our Christian responsibility to help those in need. In this passage, he details the side 
effects of generosity. Giving enriches and benefits the giver as well as the recipient. A gift can be an 
act of worship to God and inspire other people’s faith and thanksgiving. May our generosity abound to 
supply the needs of God’s people and overflow into expressions of thanks and praise to God. 

FCCB continues to be committed to sharing 10% of each month’s undesignated tithes and offerings 
here in our Beaches community, in Jacksonville, nationally, and internationally. Input from FCCB 
members (contact me if you have a suggestion), church leadership, and the direction of the Holy Spirit 
guide the decisions made by the Missions Team to disburse these funds. 

We give a regular monthly amount to the ministries listed below. Our regular giving helps these 
ministries to plan their work and usually represents a tithe of about half of the monthly amount received 
in undesignated tithes and offerings. 

FCCB gives on a regular basis to the following organizations:

Anchor Academy Pantry, ARC of the St. Johns, Beaches Emergency Assistance Ministry (BEAM), 
Beaches Community Kitchen, Child Fund International support of Jenesis, the young girl we sponsor, 
Dial-A-Ride, Disciple Heritage Fellowship, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, First Coast Women’s 
Services, Florida Christian Center, Foreign Missions, Gideons International, Mission House, Seniors 
on a Mission, Sulzbacher Clinic-Beaches, Beaches Healthcare, among others.  

Anything received beyond the amount needed to make these regular monthly gifts becomes 
Discretionary Missions dollars and is used for special gifts to meet particular needs such as: 

Back to School with BEAM, Disaster Relief through Disciples Week of Compassion, Individual Needs 
(FCCB members and community neighbors), Love Packages postage, Neptune Beach Police No 
More Empty Stockings Fund, and Samaritan’s Purse/Operation Christmas Child 

Heavenly Father, thank You for blessing us so that we may bless others in Your name. Open our 
hearts, eyes, and ears to the work You would have us do in Your world and put us in motion for Your 
glory. Amen.   

 



Kid’s Ministry 
By Joanne Beepot 

 

HOW TO ENGAGE WITH SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

In the digital age, social media has become a vital platform for connecting with communities, 
sharing messages, and fostering meaningful interactions. It’s an effective way of reaching people 
in many different areas and having a spiritual impact. For First Christian Church of the Beaches, 
harnessing the potential power of social media is essential for spreading our message of faith, 
love, and hope. However, the impact of our posts relies not only on the efforts of the church but 
also on the active engagement of you, our members. Here are some ways that you can play a 
pivotal role in amplifying the reach of social media posts from FCCB.  
 
1. Engagement: FCCB has a Facebook and an Instagram page. Both the Facebook and Instagram 
pages handle is FCCBeaches. Please take the time to follow and connect with FCCB on these 
platforms. When you read a post, take the time to like it or react to it, and not just read it. 
Facebook’s algorithms are based on likes, comments, and quickness of reactions. The more likes 
and responses we have, the more our posts are shared to other individuals outside our followers. 
When you read a post that resonates with you, whether it's a thought-provoking quote, a scripture 
passage, or an event announcement, your engagement matters. By liking, commenting, or sharing 
content, you signal to social media algorithms the value of the post, increasing its visibility to a 
wider audience. Some of our posts have reached over 1,100 people based on your likes. 
 
2. Purposeful Sharing: Sharing posts from FCCB is a powerful way to extend our social medial 
reach beyond our immediate followers. When you share content to your own profiles or within 
relevant groups, you introduce our message to new audiences. Whether it's a powerful sermon 
excerpt, an invitation to an upcoming event, or a testimony of faith, each share has the potential 
to spark meaningful connections and conversations. 
 
3. Strategic Timing: Timing can significantly impact the visibility and engagement of social media 
posts. By engaging with content from FCCB at strategic times—such as when it is first published 
or during peak user activity—you can increase the likelihood of our posts appearing in the feeds 
of others. This helps us maximize the reach and impact of our posts. 
 
4. Leveraging Social Media Features: Social media platforms offer many features that you can 
leverage to increase engagement with our posts. Whether it's tagging friends who may be 
interested, using hashtags #, or participating in polls and discussions, you can optimize these 
features to expand the reach of our content and encourage meaningful interactions.  
 
5. Providing Feedback and Support: Beyond likes and shares, you can contribute to the 
conversation by providing feedback and offering words of encouragement in your response. 
Whether it's sharing personal reflections, expressing gratitude for a particular message, or offering 
prayers and support, these interactions help us connect with others and strengthens our online 
impact and presence. It helps us increase our reach and makes our Church real and personal. 
 
In summary, we need you to engage with our social media platforms. Through interaction and 
engagement, purposeful sharing, strategic timing, leveraging social media features, and providing 
feedback and support, you can play a vital role in amplifying our message of faith, love, and hope, 
and reaching a broader audience for Christ. Together, we can cultivate a vibrant online community 
that reflects the values and mission of our beautiful Church. 



Night of Compassion    
by Steve Fitzgerald 

 

Homeless COMPASSION NIGHTS  
and COLD NIGHT SHELTER at FCCB  

 

                 
 

" I was hungry and you fed me. I was thirsty and you gave me drink. I was homeless and you gave me shelter. 
I was shivering and you warmed me. "   Paraphrase of Matthew 25:40 
 

FCCB, in coordination with Mission House and other local churches, will provide an overnight shelter, hot 
meals, and fellowship for our local homeless people on cold nights (Below 40°F).  In addition, our church will 
provide a COMPASSION NIGHT SHELTER every 4 months REGARDLESS of the weather.   
 

On Friday, 12 April 2024, FCCB will be hosting a COMPASSION NIGHT SHELTER starting at 5pm and ending 
8am, 13 April.  We need shift volunteers to set up the event, to be greeters, food servers, guest monitors, and 
to help clean up.  A donation list of items is available by scanning the QR Code above. Needed supplies 
include bottled water, juice, milk, sandwiches, food gift cards, etc. 
 

Shifts will normally be 3 hours long. There will ALWAYS be at least two experienced shelter workers on site 
during the event. They will aid, oversee, train, and support shelter volunteers. A signup list (signup.com) will be 
made available for these events by scanning the QR Code above.  Please contact Steve Fitzgerald at 904-
525-7582 or the Church Office at 904-246-2010 for additional information about this event. 
 

Prayerfully consider if God is calling you to serve as an FCCB Homeless Night Shelter Volunteer. 
 

"The rich and the poor meet together, the Lord is the maker of them all. "   Proverbs 22:2 
 

Contact Steve Fitzgerald, FCCB Homeless Shelter Coordinator (sdfritz59@gmail.com) 904-525-7582. 

 

mailto:sdfritz59@gmail.com


Stewardship    
by Bill Gowen 

 

 
 

Serve God Not Money 
 

 

We must choose where our ultimate loyalty will lie; Jesus' contrast between earthly and   

heavenly treasures and masters is too sharp to allow compromise. "No servant can serve  

two masters; for either he will hate the one, and love the other, or else he will hold to one, 

and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money." (Luke 16:13).  
 

Haddon Robinson put the issue in these terms: Either we serve God and use money or we   

serve money and use God. Yet, few Christians deliberately dedicate their lives to materialism.   

Wealth is deceitful, Jesus told us, and its bondage is subtle. Like the flypaper and the fly, the  

fly lands on the sticky substance thinking "my flypaper" only to discover that the flypaper says   

"my fly." 
 

Our wealth depends not so much on what we have, but on what we can do without. We can  

cling so hard to possessions that they won't let us go. One of the qualifications for both elders  

and deacons is that they be "free from the love of money" and not "fond of sordid gain" (1 Tim.  

3:3,8). God wants us to love people and use things. Too often we use people and love things.  

We do not own the things we cannot give away--they own us. 

 

 

 

 

 



Evangelism Seminar 
By Tom Trotta 

 

 

 
    Register today by clicking on the QR Code above.  



Seniors on a Missions 
by Allen Wankat 
 

 

Seniors on a Mission has some great activities planned in the near future at First Christian 

Church of the Beaches. For one of these activities, Seniors will be re-building a United Way 

poverty simulation kit. United Way will be providing lunch for the volunteers. All seniors are 

invited and welcome to sign up for this worthwhile activity! United Way provides valuable 

training for folks involved in helping the underprivileged, and this a great way to help! The 

last rebuild was held at our church on March 6. Dates and more information will be provided. 

The Technology Popup from Seniors on a Mission will again be coming to the church parking 

lot on Wednesday, April 17. This is an opportunity for Seniors to learn the basics and more 

about technology – especially including details of using cell phones! The training will be held 

by appointment: 10:00, 11:00, 12:30, 1:30, and 2:30. All training will be done in Seniors’ 

mobile facility and will be individualized to fit needs. Call Howard McMinn at 904-258-1075 

for more information and to make appointments for these activities. 

 

Library News 

by Carole Moore and Gino Valet 
 

 
  
Discover the extensive library of books managed by Gino Valet and Carol Moore at FCCB. 
These resources are available for loan to support and deepen your Bible study. Contact Geno 
Valet at 904-888-3298 for more information on the available additions to our library. Explore 
the diverse range of books to enhance your understanding and connection with the Scriptures. 
This library is a valuable resource dedicated to supporting your spiritual growth and journey in 
faith. It is located in one of the rooms off the Fellowship Hall. Happy Studying!  



Christian Women’s Fellowship 

         by Betty Chinnis 

 

 

ATTENTION ALL LADIES OF THE CHURCH: 

We would appreciate your help by completing the CWF Survey that will be inserted in the 

bulletin Sunday April 14th. This will help us understand the most convenient times to meet in 

the future to accommodate your schedule. Our desire is to have as many ladies as possible to 

come enjoy our time of fellowship. 

Christian Women’s Fellowship last met Tuesday March 26, 2023. Barbara Lynn presented a 

lovely program about Mary, the mother of Jesus, in which we all participated by reading 

Scripture passages about her life. After the meeting several of us went to lunch together to 

continue the fun. 

Proceeds from the sale of the RADA cutlery and soup mixes held the past few Sundays will 

be contributed to BEAM and First Coast Women’s Services. We will have a table in 

Fellowship Hall following worship services on April 7th and April 14th with catalogues that 

people can check out to review and return with any orders to Jeanie Peters. Our next meeting 

will be Tuesday April 23rd at 10:00 in the ocean-view room on the second floor. Hope to see 

you there! 



New Women’s Christian Book Study 
by Jacqui Suarez 

 

 

 

First Christian Church of the Beaches has a Tuesday evening book study group led by Jacqui 
Suarez in Room 203 on the third, fourth, and fifth Tuesdays each month, from 6:30 pm - 8:15 
pm. The current books used in the study are Evangelist Billy Graham's "Angels: God's Secret 
Agents" and Pastor/Author Douglas Connelly's,"Angels Standing Guard." The next meeting is 
on Tuesday, April 16, where the group will have discussions of chapter 4 from both Graham's 
and Connelly's books. Please bring your questions and personal reflections. You can contact 
Jacqui Suarez at jacsuarez@yahoo.com or message her at the church office if you have any 
questions.   

                                                 

 



FCCB Church Activities 

 

 
 

Sunday nights FCCB Kids, grades K-5, meet at 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm (dinner provided) 

 

Sunday nights FCCB Students, grades 6-12, meet, 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm (dinner provided)  

 

 

FIRST SUNDAY PRAYER AND PRAISE SERVICE, from 5:30 pm - 6:00 pm, (every 1st 

Sunday of each month), there will be a prayer time, to pray for the church, community, and each 

other. Please meet in the Sanctuary, The Prayer Ministry Team will be there to greet you. 

 

FCCB CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
 

• Sundays at 9:00 am and 11:00 am – Bible Classes are available for Children from 

Kindergarten to Grade 5. Nursery Services are available for babies through age 5 during 

our 9:00 am and 11:00 am services. 

• Sundays at 5:30 pm - Kids Group Classes for Kindergarten to Grade 5 children. Dinner, 

Bible Study, and fun activities are provided. 

• Sundays at 5:30 - Youth Bible Classes for Grade 6 through High School Students. Dinner, 

Bible Study, and great activities are provided. 

• First Sunday of every month – First Sunday Prayer and Praise Worship at 5:30 pm.  

• Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays at 6:45 am - Beach and Prayer walk.  Meet on side 

of Church on Seagate Ave 

• Mondays at 6:00 pm – Prayer Group – Praying for our Adult children 

• Mondays at 6:30 pm – Young Men Bible Study Group 



• Tuesdays at 6:00 pm – Bible Study Group Lead by Don Lynn. Take a deep dive into the 

Bible through study and discussion. 

• Wednesdays at 6:00 pm – Choir and Praise Band Practice.  All Musicians and Singers are 

invited to join the Choir or Praise Band. Call Susan Amos at 806-679-8017 for more 

information. 

• Thursdays at 6:00 pm – Bible Study led by Don Peters. Grow Disciples from Believers by 

the study of the Word. 

• Second Thursday of every month at 2:30 pm – Beam Food Pantry at Anchor Academy. 

Help distribute food to the needy in the Beach Community. Call Barbara Lynn at  

     904-307-0344 to volunteer. Meet at Anchor Academy Elementary. 

• 4th Tuesday of every month at 10:00 am – Christian Women’s Fellowship Meeting in the 

ocean view classroom on the second floor.  

• Last Saturday of every month at 9:30 am – FCCB Garden Club. Learn about God’s 

beautiful flowers and plants while we work on landscape projects. 

• There are numerous AA and GA Groups that meet in the Church throughout the week. 

• Boy Scout Groups meet in the Beach Barn during the week. 

• For more information about any of these activities, please call the Church Office at 904-

246-2010. We appreciate and love being a part of the Beaches Community. 

 
FCCB Community Involvement 
 
Did you know that First Christian Church of the Beaches supports the following organizations: 
Disciples Heritage Fellowship, Beaches Healthcare, BEAM, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, 
Seniors on a Mission, First Coast Women’s Services, Misison House, Dial a Ride, ARC of St. 
Johns Beaches Extension, The Gideons International, Beaches Community Kitchen, Florida 
Christian Center, Boy Scouts, and many more organizations. A portiion of your Tithes support 
these very worthwhile organizations. In addition our members volunteer many hours to many 
of these organizations, as well as to the shut-ins, sick, and seniors. 

  

Get Involved in FCCB and volunteer or participate in one of the many 

ministries. For more information, contact the Church Office at 904-246-2010.  

Be an active part of FCCB. Contact a Staff Member at 904-246-2010 to explore  

opportunities to make a difference at FCCB. 

 

  



FCCB Points of Contact 2024 

 

Leadership Council  

Don Lynn – Chair donrlynn@gmail.com 

Bill Gowen – folkstongowen@gmail.com  

Rita Vernon – Lead Elder ritavern@gmail.com  

Carolyn Jones Popp wmpop@hotmail.com 

Mark Lopiano lopianomark@yahoo.com 

Mike Amos – Ex Officio mike.amos@fc2b.org 

Nathan Loewen – Ex Officio nathan.loewen@gc2b.org 

 

Council of Elders 

 Rita Vernon – Lead Elder ritavern@gmail.com 2026  

Don Lynn – Chair donrlynn@gmail.com 2024  

Betty Chinnis - bdchinnis@comcast.net 2025  

Bill Gowen – folkstongowen@gmail.com 2024  

Don Peters – jepmimi@bellsouth.net 2025  

Nancy Barrett – nancyvannbarrett@bellsouth.net – 2026  

Diane Stevenson - dsspine2@gmail.com - 2026 

Nathan Lowen – Ex Officio nathan.loewen@fc2b.org 

 

Body of Trustees 

Carolyn Jones Popp – Chair wmpop@hotmail.com 

Mark Lopiano lopianomark@yahoo.com 

Pat Mills rpmills@bellsouth.net 

Jim Vernon jrvern@bellsouth.net  

David MacInnes davidmacinnes57@gmailcom 

Gloria Butler – recording secretary bchbutz@bellsouth.net Nathan Loewen Ex Officio 

nathan.loewen@fc2b.org 

 

Council of Deacons  

Brenda Snyder – Chair beachjazzer@gmail.com – 2024 Karen Blackwell - 

karenbackwell63@gmail.com – 2027  

Gary Grider – griderconstructioninc@yahoo.com 2027  

Brenda Brown (Munson) – bbbrown814@icloud.com 2025  

Deb Rogers – drogers0529@gmail.com 2026  

Rebecca Zellers rz4119@yahoo.com 2024  

Chuck Duran - duranchuck3@gmail.com 2027 

mailto:donrlynn@gmail.com
mailto:folkstongowen@gmail.com
mailto:ritavern@gmail.com
mailto:jrvern@bellsouth.net


 
 
 
 
 

 

                        April 2024 Prayers 


